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Confirmation, if any were needed, 
that Rolls-Royce makes 
‘the best car in the world’. 


Car magazine (November 91) tested the 
Bentley Turbo R against the Mercedes-Benz 600SEL, 
the Jaguar Sovereign 4.0 and the Lexus LS400 to find 
‘the world’s best car’. Victory went to the Bentley. 


Here are some extracts... 


‘This... “Blower Bentley’ has 


performance aplenty.’ 


‘Where it scores... is throttle response... 
it’s probably the most refined turbo powertrain on the 
road. And when you want more urge on the move, the 
Turbo R delivers. 

‘the Bentley is the... high-speed express, 
hand-crafted and the fruit of the labours of a small 


but talented group of engineers and artisans.’ 


“Turbo R’s are hand-made.’ 


‘The engines are hand-assembled... Even the final 


drive is hand-assembled, craftsmen cutting and 
lapping the gears.’ 


*,.. Suspension... is the most high-tech 
... by virtue of its adaptive damping.’ 


‘The Bentley... has marginally more composure on 
testing back-roads... aided by its extraordinarily 
competent chassis. It also has wonderful steering, 


communicative no matter what the speed. 


Why not test drive the world’s best car? 


‘Driving the Turbo R is such a special experience.’ 


You are invited to make an appointment with... 


‘In town, the Bentley is the firmest rider... Road noise 
is so magnificently isolated that those big Avon 
Turbospeeds might as well be riding on cotton wool for 


all the noise that drifts up through the Wilton...’ 


‘Special mention 
must go to the Bentley’s cockpit...’ 


*..Bentley’s high and wide armchairs the most 
comfortable... Connolly hides so soft, so fragrant, yet so 
hard wearing. Eleven hides go into each Bentley... 

‘The quality of the woodwork, the richness... of the 
leather... the componentry, make the Bentley’s cock pit 


by far the most elegant of surroundings.’ 


“The Bentley is in a different world.’ 


‘A world of unmatched cabin comfort, beautiful 


craftsmanship, superb quality materials.’ 


‘There is nothing else in the world 
like a Turbo R...’ 


‘Steering feel at speed best in the class. Its agility 


on winding secondaries is superior... The Bentley also 
scores thanks to its wonderful braking stability... 


anti-dive geometry...’ 


York Motors 
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Founder Member Barrie Gillings relates the story 
of his acquisition of ‘Chris’, his 1910 Silver Ghost 


The R.R.O.C. Judging System 


1993 Judging Panel Chairman Martin Bennett 
answers some frequently-asked questions 


H.J. Mulliner Special Saloon 


Matt Sysak tells us about B332LEG, his 1957 
Bentley S1 H.J. Mulliner saloon 


Valve Seat Recession 


A précis by Tom Clarke of a Vintage Sports Car 


Club (U.K.) article on this important subject 
Mystery! The Curious case of the self-shutting tap 


A sceptical Derek du Toit explains why an old 
Rolls-Royce story fails to withstand close scrutiny 


Front Cover Photo: 

Few Australian Silver Ghosts can boast original English coachwork. Honorary Life Member 
Matcolm Johns (N.S.W.) took this evocative shot of 22NK, his 1923 Barker tourer, while 
touring with the 20-Ghost Club in the Jenolan Caves area of New South Wales last year. 


From the Editor 


PRAECLARUM back issues 


The Club has large numbers of back 
issues of PRAECLARUM on hand. We 
would prefer to see them in the hands of 
members. Most issues back to No, 1-84 
are available and aconsiderable number 
from before that, including some of the 
pre-1973 old-style PRAECLARUM. All 
are available at $3.00 per copy, plus 
$1.00 per copy post & packing (up to 12 
copies) or 50 cents per copy (more than 
12 copies) within Australia. 

As a limited special offer until stocks 
run out, orders are being accepted for all 
available back issues from 1984 to 1991 
inclusive for $120.00 including post & 
packing within Australia. A fewissues are 
already out of print and these will be 
included in photo-copied form. 

Please send your orders to the Editor, 
with cheques payable to the R.R.O.C. of 
Australia. 


Red Face Department 


The city of Asheville, North Carolina, 
is spelt as above and not as it rather 
clumsily appeared in my Editorial in 
PRAECLARUM 1-93. 

Regardless of how it is spelt, the 
choice of that city and the spectacular 
Biltmore Estate, situated as they are ina 
particularly beautiful part of the United 
States, as avenue for the 1993 R.R.O.C. 
Inc National Meet is a guarantee of a 
magnificent Meet. If you are interested in 
attending (August 17-21) please contact: 

Mary White, 

1815 Virginia Road, 

Winston-Salem, 

North Carolina 27104 

‘Phone: 1-919-724-3036 

FAX: 1-919-727-9577 


When is 41% not 4.25? 


John Bull, Editor of the S.A. Branch 
newsletter, has written to point out that 
“our Club has listed such cars as Bentley 
3.5 litre, 4.25 litre, etc. This is incorrect. 
The 3.669 litre engined Bentley was 
named by its manufacturer the Bentley 
314 Litre and the 4.257 litre engined 
model was named the Bentley 41% Litre. 
We are a Club representing two of the 
finest and most famous motor car 
marques ever produced and | feel that 
our standards of correctness should re- 
flect the quality for which the marques 
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are famed. | thus think it reasonable to 
expect correct model names in all Club 
publications.” 

Quite so, John. Please correct me if 
you spot any examples of dubious model 
designations in this journal, but | believe 
that you will not and that PRAECLARUM 
has set a good example over the years. 
Not only has it been innocent of the trans- 
gressions pointed out by John, but you 
will never see the likes of Silver Cloud 2, 
Bentley TIl or Phantom 11 in this journal 
(except here!) After all, who ever heard 
of a Phantom Eleven? The correct 
designations for these models are, of 
course, Silver Cloud tI, Bentley T2 and 
Phantom II. Note that as a general rule 
the Rolls-Royce models use Roman nu- 
merals, which are essentially letters of 
the alphabet, while Bentleys use modern 
(Arabic) numerals. Exceptions are the 
Bentleys Mk V and VI. 


Unleaded petrol 
An article from Tom Clarke on the use 
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of unleaded fuels in older engines 
appears in this issue. 

It will be recalled that this subject has 
been discussed in PRAECLARUM in at 
least two previous articles. The upshot of 
these previous articles was that un- 
leaded is perfectly suitable for engines 
with hardened valve seat inserts, i.e. the 
majority of Rolls-Royce car engines, and 
may in fact be beneficial in that unleaded 
fuels do not contain the potentially harm- 
ful scavenging compounds that are 
added to leaded fuels. Indeed, | have 
spared my T Series from the effects of 
these corrosive additives by running it on 
unleaded throughout most of the five and 
a half years of my ownership, with no 
apparent — or possible — ill effects. 

Studies show that people, particularly 
children, in areas where there is high 
motor traffic density suffer from high lev- 
els of lead contamination of the 
bloodstream. Lead is, of course, an ex- 
tremely toxic substance which has an 
adverse effect on virtually all the body's 


Events List 


Branches 


Members planning to attend events of other Branches should contact the Sec- 
retary of the Branch concerned (listed in the front of this journal) for full details 
of times, venues, etc., and of other events not listed here. 


August 22 
September 27-30 
September 28-30 


October 24 


N.S.W. Navigation Run. 
Vic. ‘Country Hospitality Tour’ to the Federal Rally. 
S.A. Wagon Train to the Federal Rally. 


N.S.W. Branch Concours d'Elegance, Vaucluse 


House, Vaucluse. 


Federal 


October 1-4 


35th Annual Federal Rally, 


Wagga Wagga, New South Wales. 
Hosted by the Australian Capital Territory Branch. 


International 


August 17-21 


R.R.0.C. Inc. National Meet, 


Asheville, North Carolina, U.S.A. 
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systems including the central nervous 
system. Also, the lead in the air eventu- 
ally settles on the ground where it can 
and does contaminate food crops, 
thereby exacerbating the health reper- 
cussions. It is therefore incumbent upon 
motorists to support efforts to reduce and 
eventually eliminate this harmful ingredi- 
ent from all motor fuels and help ward off 
any threat of serious restrictions being 
imposed on the use of old cars. Its going 
to happen anyway, so better get used to 
it! 

This latest article discusses how we 
can best adapt older engines without 
hardened valve seat inserts to cope with 
unleaded fuels in the future when sup- 
plies of leaded fuel inevitably run out. 


Company progress 
With all the worrying news about two 


2197 


successive years of losses at Rolls- 
Royce Motor Cars Ltd and press 
beat-ups about supposed take-overs by 
German car manufacturers, its now time 
for some good news. The factory at 
Crewe is now a lean, mean operation. 
Admittedly this has been achieved at the 
cost of many lay-offs, redundancies and 
early retirements but means that profit- 
ability has been restored. The 
break-even point, which was once an 
unsustainable 3,000 cars, has been re- 
duced to a more realistic 1,300 to 1,400 
units. It should be emphasised that this 
has been achieved without in any way 
compromising the quality for which the 
Rolls-Royce and Bentley marques are 
renowned. 

As | have often said before, the sup- 
posedly imminent take-overs were never 
more than press speculation. Not only 


OBITUARY 


Dr. Eric Kilvert 


has this not occurred, but Rolls-Royce 
Motor Cars Ltd are reportedly assisting 
BMW with interior leather and woodwork 
crafting techniques. In turn, BMW are 
assisting Rolls-Royce with electronics 
and other hi-tech aspects of modern mo- 
tor car manufacture. 


R.R.E.C. Annual Rally 


When you read this | should be back 
from the U.K. for the R.R.E.C. Annual 
Rally and Concours with, it is hoped, the 
usual sizable contingent of R.R.O.C. of 
Australia members, with some taking 
cars for Alpine ‘93. | will have also 
attended the Derby Bentley Diamond 
Jubilee to be held the previous weekend 
at Market Bosworth. Both events 
promised to be wonderful spectacles and 
will be fully reported in our next issue. 


Martin Bennett 


Members of the Queensland Branch were saddened by the 
death of their foundation member Dr Eric Kilvert on Boxing 
Day, 1992. 

Eric Kilvert, father of Queensland Branch Treasurer Sue 
Dunstan, was a most affable and kind gentleman and one who 
led a most “complete and interesting” life. 

Dr Kilvert was born in Birmingham, England, in 1909, the 
son of school teachers. He attended St Edward’s School for 
Boys, Stourbridge, and graduated from the University of Bir- 
mingham in 1935 as a Bachelor of Medicine and Bachelor of 
Chirurgery. 

He saw active service in World War II with the Royal Navy 
from 1940 to 1946 and attained the rank of Surgeon Lieutenant 
Commander. In 1942 his ship Atreus was responsible for mining 
the Brisbane River and Port Phillip as protection against Japa- 
nese invasion. 

After the War he married Patricia Bennett and went into 
private practice in Liverpool. Later, the family moved to Cleve- 
don, Somerset. 

Dr Kilvert had six Children — Sue, Katie, Clare, Adam, Judy 
and Lucy, and sixteen living grandchildren. 

In 1956 the family emigrated to Australia where Eric took 
over the private practice of Dr Keith McGregor in Beenleigh. 
At that time his practice ranged north to Kuraby, south to 
Currumbin Valley (excluding the Gold Coast) and as far west 
as Boonah. He was medical officer of health for the Albert Shire 
Council and also practiced anaesthesia at many Brisbane 
hospitals. He retired from private practice in December 1976 


and from the Council in June 1983. He continued with anaes- 
thetics for two more years and carried out a small amount of 
Government work right up until his death. 

Samuel Kilvert, Eric’s grandfather, worked for Henry Royce 
at Cooke Street, Manchester. Royce taught him all about elec- 
trics in crane manufacture. Apparently Royce’s fascination with 
cars resulted in the two parting company as Samuel felt that 
Royce was wasting too much time on those new-fangled ma- 
chines and not devoting enough time to the design and 
manufacture of cranes. Samuel then moved on to Oldbury where 
he completely electrified Noah Hingley’s Ironworks, This fac- 
tory was the first in the Midlands to be completely electrified. 

Eric always had a fascination with cars and over the years 
owned many Rolls-Royce cars. Most of his knowledge was 
gained from personal instruction given to him by Mr Williamson 
of Rolls-Royce at Crewe. 

In February 1958 he took delivery of a sleek 1934 Rolls- 
Royce 20/25 which he imported from England so that he could 
transport his entire family in a single vehicle. Thus began his 
long association with the RROC of Australia. He first joined the 
New South Wales Branch in February 1962 and later became a 
first member of the Queensland Branch. He resigned from the 
Club in 1975 but continued to take an interest in it. 

His last car, a 1926 20 h.p. Doctor’s Coupé, was purchased 
in August 1963 and used daily in his practice until March 1978, 
during which time the car covered 150,000 miles. 


David Vann. 
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From the Federal President 


Queensland Branch visit 


How time flies! In the last issue | men- 
tioned my proposed visit to the 
Queensland Branch. This is now, of 
course, a past event and I'msure you will 
be interested to know how things went. It 
was indeed an excellent and thoroughly 
worthwhile trip. With inside information 
from Victoria Branch member Graham 
Cornish | was able to secure a direct 
Adelaide-Brisbane return flight. Gener- 
ally this involves a change at Melbourne 
or Sydney. 

On Friday March 26th Jeff Priddle met 
me at Brisbane Airport and drove me to 
his home. Then, after refreshments, we 
went over to David McPhee’s property, 
the home of the reportedly oldest surviv- 
ing Silver Ghost in Australia. Apparently 
this is a protracted restoration project but 
| was delighted to see this 1909 chassis 
(1122), a short wheelbase one, in amaz- 
ingly good unrestored condition. 
Returning to Jeff's we somehow found 
our way out to his garages and spent an 
hour or so talking, dreaming and looking. 
Jeff then surprised me by revealing a pair 
of side engine trays for my Silver Ghost. 
Jeff can and does manufacture these 
and other parts. On my return | found that 
with only very minor adjustment to a few 
bolt holes they fitted perfectly. 

| then transferred to Branch President 
David Sheppard's home where he and 
Sue graciously housed and fed me for 
the duration of my stay in Brisbane. 
David, of course, found time to show me 
his cars. 

On Saturday morning we rendez- 
vous’d for our run to Bundaberg. David's 
recently acquired, very low mileage, 
1969 Silver Shadow was our transport. 
Prior to departure | was delighted to have 
been greeted by Past Branch President 
Fred Haughtey, along with Barry and Fay 
Sparks who, although unable to make 
the trip, found the time to say “good-day”. 
By mid-afternoon we arrived in Bund- 
aberg where we were provided with 
afternoon tea by Boyd Rasmussen at his 


“Antiquatorium”. | briefly addressed the 
gathering, thanking Boyd, my hosts and 
members attending. Boyd then en- 
thralled us with a run-down on some of 
his most interesting and valuable exhib- 
its. Though loathe to leave, we had 
dinner arranged at the nearby Bougain- 
villea Motel where a superb meal and 
good company made for an excellent 
evening. Branch Secretary Brian Bran- 
nelly reminded me that it was the 
anniversary of Henry Royce’s birth. | de- 
livered a very short toast — the only 
formality of the evening. 

On Sunday we assembled at the An- 
tiquatorium and inspected Boyd's cars 
and motor-cycles. His nearly completed 
Phantom restoration is top shelf. Then 
this very energetic man led us on a tour 
of interesting places in and around Bund- 
aberg, including a stop for morning tea at 
the Dutch Mill. Our tour finished adjacent 
to the Hinkler Gardens for lunch. Nearby 
was Bert Hinkler's English house, which 
was transported to Australia to be beau- 
tifully and faithfully reconstructed. The 
museum inside is a fitting tribute to this 
famous pioneer Queensland aviator. 

We returned to Brisbane by 7.00pm 
Sunday. On Monday morning Jeff Prid- 
dle delivered, and was duly paid for, the 
engine trays — beautifully wrapped for 
carrying onto the ‘plane. Fred Haughtey 
then arrived and took me out for morning 
coffee and a yarn, then on to his home 
where we enjoyed a drive in his fully 
restored Jaguar Mk V drophead. 

After lunch at one of Fred's favourite 
hotels he drove me to the airport in his 
Silver Shadow. You can thus see from 
this brief report that | was treated to a 
wonderful weekend. My thanks to all con- 
cerned. 


Branch newsletters 


| appreciate very much the newslet- 
ters that are sent to me on a regular basis 
by the Branches. Some members have 
expressed disappointment that the Edi- 
tor of PRAECLARUM does not print 
some of the material from these newslet- 
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ters. Two questions arise: firstly, does 
Martin Bennett receive all the newslet- 
ters? (Yes, thank youl — Ed.) Secondly, 
would articles in the Branch newsletters 
necessarily make good reading in the 
Club's national magazine? (Most items in 
the Branch newsletters are, by their very 
nature, of local interest. Things of more 
general interest can be, and often are, 
reproduced later in PRAECLARUM. — 
Ed.) 

This is one of the reasons why the 
Branches were asked to appoint 
PRAECLARUM co-ordinators. 


PIPELINE 


As reported in the last issue, the Fed- 
eral newsletter PIPELINE is now back in 
operation and through it the Branches 
have been informed, and their opinions 
sought, on various matters. 


Federal Register 


| am disappointed to have to report 
that there is a hold-up with the publication 
of the Federal Register, which | hope will 
soon be overcome. 


Federal Legal Agreement 


By contrast, the Federal Agreement, 
which replaces the old Federal Constitu- 
tion, is now signed, sealed and delivered. 
My thanks to Malcolm Johns for his huge 
input in its preparation and completion of 
the final legal details. 


1993 Federal Rally and beyond 


| trust that you have all noted the dates 
of the forthcoming Federal Rally in 
Wagga Wagga, hosted by the A.C.T. 
Branch — October 1-4, 1993. | under- 
stand that arrangements are proceeding 
well and preliminary information will be to 
hand soon. | have also been advised that 
our Queensland members are well ad- 
vanced with their plans for Toowoomba 
in 1994. 


Happy motoring, 
Peter Cox 


3-93 


Around the Branches 


N.S.W. 


Annual Commemoration Run, 28th March 


“The great day finally arrived whencar 
No. 1 was completed and Royce quietly 
supervised the final preparation for the 
first road test. Little imagination is 
needed to visualize the scene as appren- 
tices Platford and Haldenby assisted 
Royce, and the whole Cooke Street 
works was aware of it, waiting with sup- 
pressed excitement. The radiator was 
filled, petrol poured into the tank and oil 
into the Dubrulle lubricator box on the 
dash. Ellis had already fitted freshly 
charged accumulators into the battery 
boxes. The petrol tap was turned on, the 
carburetter tickled and now Royce got up 
behind the steering wheel and carefully 
set the steering-column control levers to 
LATE (ignition) and SLOW (throttle gov- 
ernor). He checked that the gear selector 
was in the neutral notch between first and 
reverse, switched on to ‘battery No. 1° 
and nodded to the man waiting to crank 
the starting handle. A couple of turns and 
the engine came to life with a gentle 
‘phut-phut — phut-phut’ and one could 
hear above this the ‘buzz-buzz’ of the 
twin trembler coils. Royce readjusted the 
control levers, advancing the spark, and 
checked that oil dripped from the sight 
feeds. As he depressed the right-hand 
(clutch) pedal and engaged first gear, 
willing hands opened the double doors 
and the car moved steadily out into Blake 
Street and under the ‘bridge’, followed by 
Platford driving the Decauville. As the 
little Royce moved off, pandemonium 
broke loose as the hands ‘ran-tanned’ 
him out. Everything which could be made 
to make a noise was used: the fitters 
banged on benches with hammers, the 
tinkers struck sheets of metal with bars 
and the blacksmith wielded his heavy 
striking hammer on the anvil whilst 
Royce smiled quietly as he moved out 
into Stretford Road for a quiet and un- 
eventful run to his home at Knutsford, a 
maiden trip of fifteen miles. What a 
change from the clatter and vibration of 
the second-hand Decauville! 

“The day was 1 April, All Fools’ Day, 
1904. The motor car was still a favourite 
butt of the red-nosed music-hall comic 
and the passing of a motor car had been 
likened to an avalanche of teatrays. 
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John and Liz Milverton’s 1914 jlver 


ost (6TB). The tourer coachwork was originally built in 


the late 1950s by Reilly, Bickett & Morgan in Geelong, Victoria, but has since been extensively 
rebuilt by Max Houston and his crew, eliminating some unsatisfactory features in the process. 
The result is superb — as may be readily seen in the colour pictures in PRAECLARUM 6-92. 


Royce and his team were sensitive about 
this inauspicious date: it was for many 
years given as 31 March 1904]”" 

— From “A History of Rolls-Royce 
Motor Cars, Volume One, 1903-1907” by 
C.W.Morton. 


Each year on the Sunday nearest 
March 31st the New South Wales Branch 
holds a Commemoration Run of approx- 
imately fifteen miles to commemorate 
this momentous and historic event. 

This year the Run was held on Sun- 
day March 28th. Fifty of the finest cars in 
the world, against the backdrop of the 
finest harbour in the world, assembled at 
Double Bay Park for morning tea. There 
were certainly some wonderful produc- 
tions — silver, linen and china tea-cups. 
The consistently wonderful June Brad- 
shaw and John Lockeridge took the cake 
with a lovely presentation from the trunk 
of the Silver Ghost. Congratulations to 
June and John and to all those who made 


the effort to create such a wonderful at- 
mosphere. 

After a drive to the Naval Base and the 
beautiful chapel at Watson’s Bay, the 
convoy returned to Double Bay via Bondi 
Beach to the Ritz Carlton Hotel for drinks 
followed by lunch. 

David Marshall-Martin, who would 
make an excellent drama teacher, 
quickly mastered the ceremonies and 
brought the noisy and unruly to order. 
The New South Wales president, Bob 
Tompkins, welcomed members and 
guests; the evergreen Bryan Inder said 
Grace and the urbane Robert Cameron 
proposed the Loyal Toast. 

Tony Ward, who would make an ex- 
cellent movie star, proposed the toast to 
the Company — a very well-presented 
speach, touching on the many inspira- 
tional facets of the Rolls-Royce 
Company, from Silver Ghosts to Spit- 
fires. Tony also touched on the 
personalities associated with the 


At Double Bay Reserve, where the cars met for the siart of the Commemoration Run, 1951 Silver 
Dawn (SDB94) owned by Branch Secretary Judith Merlin and 1989 Silver Spur (ANK26863) 


owned by Donald Eve. 
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Two extremely desirable Bentleys: Jose Pereyra’s 1956 st Continental Park Ward two-door 
saloon (44AF) and Malcolm Johns’s 1990 Turbo R (BRL32786). 


Alan Simpson's stately black 1961 Silver Cloud Il long wheelbase saloon with division (LCB56) 
and Heinz Knobloch’s 1963 Silver Cloud Ill (SDW577). 


Douglas Markwell’s 1978 Silver Shadow II (SRH35377) and Peter Limon’s 1963 Silver Cloud III 
(SEV297). 


Alan & Leslie Smith’s 1956 Bentley S1 (B28DB) and York Motors’ 1986 Bentley Mulsanne 
(BSG14678) 
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formation of the Company — Charles 
Rolls, Henry Royce and Claude 
Johnson. The speach was interspersed 
with several famous quotes and was well 
received by the spell-bound gathering. 

Michael Pallier, the charming ‘yes-l- 
woul-buy-anything-from-this-man’ man 
from York Motors, responded on behalf 
of the Company in a most eloquent 
manner. 

The Bill Cutts Memorial Trophy (cour- 
tesy of Joe Baynie), which was awarded 
to the most elegant car on the day, de- 
creed by those present, went to John and 
Liz Milverton's superb 1939 Bentley 414 
Litre (B177MX). The ever jovial John was 
delighted. 

The raffle was drawn and first prize of 
a dozen bottles of Chateau Domestique 
was won by a smiling Anne Potter anda 
lucky Judith Merlin collected the potted 
ficus. The proceeds of the raffle go to 
Children’s Cancer research and Rotary. 
Bravo! 

Now to what many think is the social 
highlight. The Best Dressed Awards and 
to quote Bert Newton: “Unfortunately, not 
everyone can be a winner.” Who would 
want to be the judge? There were many 
wonderful costumes — the hats of the 
women were colourful and varied. From 
frivolous confections to earnest cocktails 
to austere practicals — there were many 
to sit and contemplate and wonder at. 

Back to the matter in hand...the Best 
Dressed Award for the period of the ve- 
hicle; the 1920s award went to Alex and 
Andy McFarland, whilst the Mathesons 
won the 1950s award. Well done! Is it 
true that next year Berlei will sponsor the 
“Best supporting réle"? 

The Most Elegant Hat was worn by 
Alex McFarland — a lovely red felt num- 
ber. Congratulations Alex. 

| presented my own little mental 
awards for: The Hat That Most Resem- 
bled a Paviova, the Hat That Most 
Looked Like Left-over Lunch, The Most 
Ludicrous Hat...but all that remains in my 
head. 

A wonderful day. Our thanks to Kim 
Stapleton and the Events Committee, 
Leslie Smith and all the other people who 
put it all together for our absolute enjoy- 
ment. 


Kerry Wherry 


Photographs by Brian Jenkins 


3-93 2201 


At HMAS Watson, the Naval Base at Watsons Bay, with the Sydney skyline down the Harbour in the distance, four pre-war 
small horsepower cars and a Derby Bentley. They are, from left to right: GFT11 (David Axe), GAJ32 (Ted Hudson), 83K5 
(Roger & Esther Johnston), GGR45 (Rex & Norah Vincent), B177MX (John & Liz Milverton). 


Stephen Berry's Hooper ‘Emperor’ Landaulette appeared in four photographs in 
Donald Eve's 1953 Bentley R-type has James PRAECLARUM 3-91, p.1848. The basis of its construction was a 1989 Silver Spirit 
Young saloon coachwork. Note the extra-heavy (ASK26441). 

bumpers often fitted by that coachbuilder in the 


early 1950s. 


Robert Cameron's Bentley Continental R (BBP42117), which was the star of the 1992 Sydney Motor Show, alongside Kim 
Stapleton’s 1976 Silver Shadow (SRH26587). 
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Chassis 1492 as purchased in 1956 for £75. The hearse was in regular use at the time. A very bad exhaust leak ensured that 
those travelling in the back were really dead before burial. 


Barrie Gillings and his wife Margaret are 
both Founder Members of the RROC of 
Australia and still very much active 
members. Their ownership of 1910 Silver 
Ghost chassis 1492 spans almost the entire 
period of the Club’s existence. This article 
first appeared in THE SILVER GHOST 
TOURER, the journal of the Silver Ghost 
Association. 


Atthe age of 20I purchased a 20 Horse- 
power Rolls-Royce car, chassis GDK35, 
and was thereby introduced into a frater- 
nity which has been my major interest for 
35 years. Lady Jane, as she became known, 
was utterly reliable but, in keeping with the 
model’s reputation, extremely slow and 
invariably won the slow running contests 
popular in car clubs of the day (1956). 

In seeking further information on 
Rolls-Royce cars I searched various book 
shops, one of which sold me copies of the 
admirable Dan Post publications — Vol. I 
on the British Rolls, Vol. II on the Ameri- 
can. The concept of an American 
Rolls-Royce was to me a revelation and a 
letter to C.S.Shoup, the then President of 


1492 


by Barrie Gillings (N.S.W.) 


the RROC in America, was immediately 
sent to obtain further details, his address 
being thoughtfully included in the Post 
publications. Little did I realise that in the 
fullness of time I would meet Sam in Oak 
Ridge, Tennessee, and drive in his “work- 
ing Bentley”. 

Another thing I did not realise at the 
time was that I would marry the lady who 
sold me the Post publications. We duly 
spent our honeymoon travelling in the 20 
Horsepower, but while courting, pur- 
chased a Silver Ghost hearse, removed the 
body and fitted an old Crossley body. Fate 
arranged that the car was sold to the couple 
who were the Best Man and Matron of 
Honour at our wedding. While all this was 
going on, word spread that owning a Rolls- 
Royce car was something which 
demanded a club, something like the 
R.R.O.C. in America, so it came to pass 
that 18 of us formed the Rolls-Royce Own- 
ers’ Club of Australia. 


Undertaking the search 


Fate then took another turn and the 


inaugural President, Sep Hall was Vice 
President) took a trip into the New England 
area of New South Wales and discovered 
there was an ancient hearse with a Rolls- 
Royce radiator, still performing its 
appointed task, in the ownership of three 
elderly bachelor brothers, the Coopers, 
who, besides being the local undertakers, 
were stock and station agents and hard- 
ware and feed merchants. Some months 
elapsed then Sep, his son, my fiancée and 
I took a trip north and actually met the 
Coopers and their hearse. With the brash- 
ness of youth I informed them that I was 
very well connected with the funeral busi- 
ness (quite true, as I had already purchased 
a Silver Ghost hearse), and would be happy 
to replace their “aging” hearse with a more 
modern unit and that I was prepared to 
offer them £75. I made this offer not with- 
out some misgivings, as the differential 
seemed to me to be suspect and there was 
no torque tube. In my sweet innocence I 
took this to be an indication of non-origi- 
nality. Later enquiries to the local R-R 
agents, York Motors, and their guru chief 
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Another view of 1492 as purchased, after arriving home behind Ron Grant's Vauxhall 30-98. Note 
the bent tow bar. 


mechanic Bezt Ward, now alas, the late 
Bert Ward and a mine of R-R memorabilia, 
provided the information that not only was 
the vehicle original, it was a 1910 model. 
Over the next few months my initial ex- 
citement died down as I became resigned 
to the probability that I would hearno more 
from the Cooper brothers. 

I was happy, nay, ecstatic, when, some 
months later, I received a telephone call at 
the United Dental Hospital am a dentist, 
by the way) from one of the brothers. He 
had travelled down to the big smoke (Syd- 
ney) specifically to take me up on my offer 
to provide him with a more modern hearse, 
and if Icould supply one, he was prepared 
to sell me the old Rolls. In what I can best 
describe as a quavering voice I asked him 
where he was calling from and he told me 
he was on the platform of Central Railway 
Station, right next door. I asked him to 
meet me in the foyer of the Dental Hospital 


and immediately telephoned Wood Coffil, 
a local funeral parlour, asking them — 
pleading with them — to have a hearse 
available for inspection and possible pur- 
chase. The gods were kind and a 1937 
Hudson hearse was in fact available. I 
drove the elderly gent to the parlour, he 
liked what he saw and closed the deal on 
the spot. I, in turn, closed my deal and paid 
the £75 to become the owner of Silver 
Ghost, chassis 1492. The next problem 
was how to take delivery. 


Taking delivery 

The following weekend my wife and I 
were committed to an all-night trial in the 
20 h.p. (which, against all odds, we won) 
so I arranged for two undergraduate den- 
lstry students to drive the Hudson up into 
the New England mountains and to drive 
the Ghost back. This admirable arrange- 
ment worked well initially. The students 


Barrie and Margaret Gillings and ‘Chris’, their 1910 Silver Ghost landaulette (1492) as it appears 


today. 


completed the first part of the trip success- 
fully, even to the extent of providing a 
hitch-hiker with the most unusual hitch he 
had ever had — in the business end of a 
hearse. The return journey was not quite so 
successful. The roads were icy and the 
students were innocent of the oil require- 
ments of ancient motor cars. So it was that 
the hearse nearly impaled itself on the rear 
end of a large semi-trailer and ran out of 
big end bearings 200 miles from Sydney. 

They hitched a ride back and gave me 
the sad news early on a Sunday morning. 
If you have been paying attention you will 
remember that my wife and I had just 
completed an all-night trial and were, as 
the say ing goes, feeling no pain. The vehi- 
cle had to be recovered, but the question 
was — how? The solution lay in a tele- 
phone call to a colleague, Ron Grant, who 
was at the time the proud owner of a 30-98 
Vauxhall and a solid tow bar, and who was 
game for anything to do with motor cars, 

I will not dwell on the 200 mile journey 
north, except to say that it was the first 
occasion when I had travelled in a vehicle 
which was doing, as we used to say in those 
days, the “ton”, i.e., 100 miles per hour. I 
still have occasional nightmares about the 
trip north. [have regular nightmares about 
the trip south, however. The tow bar is a 
significant adv ance over the tow rope and 
for the first part of the journey all went 
well. All I had to do was steer, leaving the 
motive part of the exercise to Ron. But 
Ron, for all his admirable qualities, had 
one peccadillo for which he was renowned 
— a quality referred to in our circles as 
having a “lead boot”. He knew two speeds 
— flat out and stop. At one point in our 
journey home, in Maitland, a spot forever 
branded on my soul, he elected, at 2 a.m., 
to make a sharp left turn. I alas, did not, 
and there, in the middle of Maitland, the 
two vehicles performed an elegant pirou- 
ette, thankfully in a wide and deserted 
intersection, which resulted in a tow bar 
which became a tow angle, some 90 de- 
grees of it. 

We straightened the bar and proceeded 
on our merry way, but I took advantage of 
the pause to advise Ron that when I felt he 
was going too fast I would sound the horn 
as an indication that he should slow down. 
He responded with a sly smile and we 
continued on our way. In was in the wee 
hours of the Monday morning that we 
came to the winding road that lay between 
us and our destination and I took to sound- 
ing the horn on a regular basis. 


Approximately half way through the or- 
deal we stopped for refreshments and a 
comfort stop (it was a cold night). It was 
then that Ron made a statement on which 
I have dined out on many an occasion 
since. He said, “Barrie, don’t sound your 
horn so much, otherwise we are going to 
pass a police station and an officer is going 
to say to his sergeant, ‘You won’t believe 
this, but I have just seen a 30-98 Vauxhall 
flat out, with a 1910 hearse behind him 
honking to pass!”” 

We eventually arrived home safely, and 
I dropped the sump and repaired the run 
No. 5 big end. In checking the bearing for 
nip [had my wife under the car holding the 
piston while I cranked. Something went 
wrong with our communications because 
the piston slammed against the sump and 
a portion of the skirt was broken. After the 
recriminations usual in such circum- 
stances, I had the piston repaired and it has 
remained in the car ever since — over 35 
years. 


History of 1492 


Readers with a yen for details may be 
interested in a capsule history of the car. It 
was originally purchased by the Whitneys, 
a farming family in Victoria, and was sup- 
plied with artillery wheels and a five-seater 
touring body by Maythorn, London. 
Around 1920 it was modernised by the 
fitting of Dunlop wire wheels and alu- 
minium pistons. Some of this work was 
carried out by B.A.Peat, who was sent to 
Australia by the Company in 1914 to work 
on Rolls-Royce cars in the absence of an 
official agency. In 1920 Dalgety & Co 
were appointed as agents in New South 
Wales, Victoria and South Australia. They 
did a rebore about that time, the blocks 
being returned to the U.K. for this purpose. 
In those days it seems the Company did not 
trust the local artisans. In 1925 the car was 
sold to Kinsella Funeral Parlours, who fit- 
ted the elegant Edwardian hearse body 
illustrated. 

In more than 35 years I have owned the 
car it has performed as one would expect a 
Rolls-Royce car to perform. I guess that it 
must have covered in excess of 300,000 
miles and apart from radiator repairs, valve 
grinding and brake relining (especially the 
transmission brake) little has been done to 
the car except having a replica body built 
on it in 1958 by Grice of Summer Hill, 
Sydney. This was done by my then co- 
owner, George Green, now deceased. The 
car is now in the sole ownership of the 
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Gillings family. 


Mod cons 


Three useful modifications have been 
made. The headlights have been fitted with 
concealed quartz halogen bulbs, the pres- 
surised air sy stem of fuel delivery has been 
augmented by a concealed electric fuel 
pump and the trembler ignition has been 
preserved, but with a two-way switch so 
that starting is on the original massive 
spark but running is on a modern coil (also 
concealed). This last modification has 
made all the difference to the slow running 
and low speed torque of the car. It is a 
delight to drive and is handled admirably 
by my wife and 28-year-old daughter those 
of my five sons who have an interest. In 
fact, my wife won the ladies’ driving 
award in the car on the occasion of the 
1970 FIVA International Rally. 

Nearly nine years ago, in connection 
with a visit by The Silver Ghost to Austra- 


PRACL ARVM 


lia, I wrote to the then Chairman and Chief 
Executive of Rolls-Royce Motors Interna- 
tional, John Craig, because several months 
before, my car, chassis 1492 (called Chris 
— you know...“In 1492, Columbus sailed 
the ocean blue, etc.”) blotted his copy book 
and broke the Ist and 2nd gear selector. 
With considerable trepidation, I recovered 
the broken part and silver soldered it to 
effect a successful repair (at least to date). 
Seizing on the occasion, I then composed 
a letter in the faint but pious hope that the 
“Boss” might enter into the spirit of the 
occasion and actually have the Rolls- 
Royce apprentices make a facsimile part 
for me. Failing this, I hoped for a tongue- 
in-cheek reply which I could save for my 
grandchildren. Alas, John Craig played, as 
they say in cricket, with a straight bat, and 
responded with a friendly, but non-com- 


mittal letter. “a 


Gillings to Craig re: YAPEX 


Dear Sir, 


I have now owned a 1910 Silver Ghost motor car (Chassis No. 
1492) for nearly thirty years. I am pleased to advise you that 
over this period, the vehicle has performed reliably, and to 
my complete satisfaction, and in my view has fully justified 


the appellation, 


‘The Best Car in the World’. 


However, I regret to inform you that recently I experienced 


trouble with the gearbox. 


The gear selector lever became 


inoperative, and the car would only travel on the third speed, 
This made driving inconvenient, and placed an undesirable strain 


on the engine and clutch. 
disappointment, 


Upon inspection, 
that one of the two 
gearbox had actually fractured. 


I found, 
‘sliding forks’ 


to my 
in the 


I do not know whether the fault is a common one in this 


particular model. 


Should this be the case, 


I am pleased to 


bring the matter to your attention so that you can alert your 
engineers to the possibility that a change in the design of 


the part might be indicated, 


The original guarantee certificate has, unfortunately, been 


mislaid with the passage of time, 


terms. I suspect, 
guarantee has 


however, 
now expired, 


warranty. If this be the case, 
the part at my own expense. 


and I have forgotten its 


that the stated period of your 
and the broken part is out of 
I naturally expect to replace 
According to your Company’s 


comprehensive ‘Catalogue of Parts (Series 1400-1600)’, the item 


I require is identified as No. 


“YAPEX”. 


c464, sliding fork, Code Name 
I am writing to you direct, as I suspect the telegraphic 


address given in the above publication may now be out of date. 


Could you please supply one only, under your usual terms of 


business, 
for 10/7d. 


Sincerely, 


at your earliest convenience. 


I enclose my cheque 
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The R.R.O.C. Judging System 


— some answers 


by Martin Bennett (Judging Panel Chairman, 1993) 


If the number of queries that come my 
way and the amount of misapprehension 
about our Judging and Awards system are 
any guide, it appears that the system is still 
widely misunderstood and could bear 
some clarification. Gilbert Ralph’s article 
in the last issue went a long way in that 
direction, but some aspects still need clear- 
ing up. Below are some questions about the 
system that have been heard, with their 
answers. If any further queries are received 
they will be answered in future issues. 


A Derby Bentley was Overall Winner of 
last year’s Federal Concours, yet differ- 
ent Derby Bentleys won the Bentley 
Trophy and the applicable Class. How 
can this happen? 


The Club operates a system of “eleva- 
tion”, in which the Overall Winner is 
removed from contention for the Best Pre- 
or Post-War (as the case may be) trophy, 
the various applicable “model” trophies 
and its Class. This elevation occurs all the 
way down the line, so that it is conceivable 
that the winner of Class 8 (Silver Cloud I 
and Bentley S1) for example, could actu- 
ally be the fourth best car in the Class, in 
the event that three other cars from the 
same Class won Overall, Best Post-War 
and the Silver Cloud Trophy. In the same 
rather unlikely set of circumstances but 
without the elevation concept, the same 
car would win all four awards. The inten- 
tion behind the system is to spread the 
awards around and to establish several 
clear levels of awards for which to aim. It 
works. 


I have a 25/30 but will not enter it for 
judging because I note that the 
applicable Class includes the V-12 
Phantom III. How can this be fair? 


The points deduction system we use 
ensures that a Phantom III cannot gain 
extra points by the mere fact of being a 
Phantom Ill or for having 12 cylinders, nor 
are points deducted for being a 25/30! If 
the 25/30 is better, it will win. 


In Ballarat I noticed a fine Mk VI being 
judged. The judges seemed unable to 
find very much wrong with it, yet the 
Class award (Class 7) was not awarded. 
Why? 


The car in question won the Best Post-War 
Car trophy and was therefore elevated out 
of its Class. There would have been either: 
a. no other cars entered for the Class, 

or 
b. no other cars of the required minimum 
standard in the Class. 


If I drive onto the judging field and 
notice that the car alongside me in the 
same Class is clearly better than mine, I 
should withdraw my car from judging 
to ease the judge’s workload, right? 


Wrong! There are several reasons why you 
Should not withdraw. That apparently bet- 
ter car might not be. On the other hand it 
might be better but it could be a Masters 
entrant and therefore not in contention for 
the Class award. It might even be suffi- 
ciently better to win a high ranking award 
suchas Best Pre- or Post-War (as the case 
may be), thus leaving you in contention for 
the Class award or better. That “better” 
car might not even be entered. Leave your 
car in! 


I would like to drive my car to the Rally 
on one of the Wagon Trains but I am 
entering for judging and don’t want to 
lose points for a dirty chassis. Should I 
trailer it to the Rally instead? 


Only if you enjoy driving the tow vehicle 
more than your PMC. The judges are in- 
telligent enough to know the difference 
between dirt collected on the way to the 
Rally and long-term accumulated grime, 
and reasonable enough to deduct points 
only for the latter. Even if you do trailer 
your car to the Rally you will still be re- 
quired to drive it under its own power in 
the cavalcade from the published gather- 
ing point to the Concours venue. 


My 1904 10 h.p. Royce car is very com- 
plete and original and I would like to 
enter it for Age & Authenticity, but as I 
use it every day in all weathers to drive 
to work it is rather dirty. Will this lessen 
my chances? 


Generally speaking, no. Unlike those ap- 
plicable to every other award, the rules for 
the judging of the EJ. Vidler Shield for Age 
& Authenticity do not provide for any de- 
duction of points for dirt, except in cases 
where the grime is so heavy that it compro- 
mises safety or interferes with the judges’ 
examination of components. 


My late model car is fitted with emission 
control equipment. Will I lose points if 
this is disconnected or removed? 


Certainly. You would also be on shaky 
ground with the law, as unauthorised in- 
terference with this equipment is a serious 
offence in all States. 


How do I get my car into the new Mas- 
ters Class? 


You simply enter for the Concours 
d'Elegance and win Best Pre-War, Best 
Post-War or Overall Winner. Your car will 
then be eligible only for the Masters Class 
and certain other perpetual trophies for 
the following three Federal Rallies. Cars 
which are in the Masters Class by virtue of 
being other than previous Overall Winners 
also remain eligible to be Overall Winner. 


Why do we discourage previous winners 
by penalty points deductions? 


We don't. Previous winner penalty point 
deductions have been discontinued in fa- 
vour of the Masters Class concept. 


Bentley cars have been Overall Winner 
in the Federal Concours for the last two 
yearsina row. Why? 


Why not? 7 i 
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Matt Sysak’s 1957 Bentley S1 H.J.Mulliner Special Saloon (B332LEG). Note the six-light window configuration and the rear-hinged doors to the 


rear compartment — the latter a rare feature on all but formal limousines by the mid-1950s. The ‘L’ in the chassis number denotes, of course, a 


left-hand drive chassis. 


H.J. Mulliner Special Saloon 


1957 Bentley S1 chassis B332LEG 


Matt Sysak, who lives in Washington 
Crossing, Pennsylvania, is Chief Judge of 
our American sister Club the R.A.O.C. Inc. 
He owns and has restored a number of 
interesting PMCs, including WGC 16 (see 
front cover photo and article, 
PRAECLARUM 3-92) and 8332LEG, the 
subject of this article. 


In the April 29, 1955 issue, The Autocar 
published the announcement and road-test 
of the Rolls-Royce Silver Cloud and 
Bentley S automobiles. In the same issue, 
on page 591, H.J.Mulliner announced a 
special, “light-weight”, all-metal saloon 
body for the Bentley S chassis. 

By 1955, most of the primary English 
coachbuilders such as H.J.Mulliner, Park 
Ward, Hooper, Freestone & Webb and 
James Young were still building coach- 
work on Rolls-Royce and Bentley chassis. 
Albeit, by 1955 their volume had been 
greatly reduced as a result of a series of 
events such as the financial hardships 
immediately following World War II and 


by Matthew A. Sysak 


the production of standard factory bodies 
on the Bentley Mk VI/R-type and Rolls- 
Royce Silver Dawn chassis as well as other 
prestigious marques. Park Ward, Barker 
and Gumey Nutting had already “packed 
it in” by way of Rolls-Royce Ltd’s acqui- 
sition of Park Ward, Hooper’s acquisition 
of Barker and the Jack Barclay organisa- 
tion’s purchase of Gurney Nutting and 
ultimately James Young. 

However, despite this rather difficult 
business climate, some of the most well- 
balanced, attractive, distinctive and 
well-built coachbuilt bodies were de- 
signed for and mounted on post-war 
Rolls-Royce and Bentley chassis. These 
include the Hooper “New Look” (errone- 
ously termed “Empress-Line”) and Teviot 
III, the Freestone & Webb “‘Empress-Line” 
look-alikes, the James Young SCT-100, 
PV-22 and successors and the 
H.J.Mulliner R-type and S-type 
Continental “fastback” coupés and ‘Flying 
Spur’ saloons. 


It was no mean feat for a coachbuilder 
to evolve designs that had aesthetic values 
superior to those of the standard Silver 
Cloud and S Series saloons. These designs 
are fairly universally acknowledged to be 
hallmarks of automotive design. 

In B332LEG’s H.J.Mulliner coach- 
work a clear transition in saloon design and 
construction can be seen. There are signi- 
ficant visual cues from the late 
H.J.Mulliner-bodied R-ty pe saloons, espe- 
cially some of the wing and boot lines. 
More evident however is the impact of the 
R-type and S-type Continentals on the 
frontal view, especially the location of the 
headlamps in vertical relation to the radia- 
tor shell. This is very evident when 
compared to the standard saloon front 
view, which easily evidences the 
H.J.Mulliner touch. Mulliner produced 31 
bodies of this type on SCI and S1 chassis 
from announcement on April 29th, 1955 
through August 15th, 1957. B332LEG was 
the last of this style produced. 
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The differences in profiles between the 
standard saloon and B332LEG’s coach- 
work are mainly evident in the more 
horizontal razor-edge wings, waist and 
swaging lines of the Mulliner car. There is 
a much higher panel between the front 
wing crown and the waist-line at the bon- 
net with the resultant lack of a headlamp 
“tunnel” from the headlamps to mid-way 
along the top of the front wing. The roof- 
line is also more horizontal to a break just 
above the rear window. The boot-line dif- 
fers the most with a much more horizontal 
rear deck and boot lid line behind the rear 
window, changing to a more vertical boot 
lid rear as opposed to the more sloping 
deck and boot lid of the standard body. The 
rear lamps are, of course, totally different, 
utilising the “cathedral” type lamps fitted 
to earlier Aston Martins and other upper- 
range British cars, as well as to the S1 
Continental fastback coupé and ‘Flying 
Spur’ saloon. The extra width is evidenced 
by the fact that a 10” section is welded into 
the centre of the standard rear bumper to 
allow for the additional coachwork width 
at the rear. 

All of this would lend itself to a “heavy” 
appearance were it not for the lightened 
visual effect of chromium door and win- 
dow surrounds on all four sides of each 
door glass, the chrome waist-line “spear” 
sloping slightly from the scuttle side to just 
under the rear quarter- window and the thin 
chrome trim strip running from the rear of 
the front wheel arch back to the leading 
edge of the rear wing, and from the rear of 
the rear wheel arch to the rear bumper. 
These features, when combined with the 
thin ‘A’ and ‘B’ pillars, have the effect of 
“lightening” this large car. B332LEG and 
sister car B214LEG have the sill panels 
and wing bottoms curved under the body. 
Some earlier offerings (including the one 
shown in Mulliner’s Autocar advertise- 
ment) have the lower body “squared off” 
and slightly turned out at the bottom of the 
body giving a rather clumsy “waterfall” 
effect when viewed from the front and 
oblique angles. 

The construction used for the Special 
Saloons was of all aluminium alloy for 
both body sub-structure and panels. This is 
compared to aluminium alloy panels over 
seasoned ash framing as used for decades. 
Not only did the all-metal construction 
bring significant weight savings over the 
old alloy/wood construction method, but 
the body is much more rigid. Only those 
readers with coachbuilt cars built by the 
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The lines of the H.J.Mulliner saloon coachwork are quite different from those of the standard 


saloon and make for an extremely handsome motor car. 


traditional methods can truly appreciate 
this, what with the ravages of time allow- 
ing dry-rot, wet-rot, termites, body-flex, 
wear, weathering, oxidation, electrolysis 
and God-knows-what, all of which con- 
tribute to the deterioration of coachbuilt 
cars. B332LEG is extremely solid, as one 
would expect from a well-built, all-metal 
car. There was only a very minor amount 
of oxidation after over 30 years of driving. 

The total effect of all this is a very large 
and capacious car, especially when viewed 
from the driver’s seat. The size is made to 
appear much more sinuous with the afore- 
mentioned wonderfully effective, but 
subtle, styling “tricks”. This is especially 
evident in the final evolution of this body 
style, the H.J.-Mulliner ‘Flying Spur’ sa- 
loons mounted on the Continental S 
chassis when compared to these Special 
Saloons. A ‘Flying Spur’ is noticeably 
lower overall with respect to roof, boot, 
bonnet and wing lines, made possible by 
utilising the lower Continental radiator 


shell and designing in a greater slope to the 
windscreen. 

The generous proportions of 
B332LEG’s coachwork can be fully appre- 
ciated when entering the car. The width of 
the doors and the door sill onto the seat 
makes for a slightly awkward entry. You 
never get centred on the seat in one try. 
Entering and exiting for a lady or short- 
legged gentleman would take some 
delicate planning. You still enter by step- 
ping up and into the car to sit on 
chair-height seats. 

Chassis B332LEG was delivered to 
Mulliners on March 15th, 1957 and came 
“off test” on July 16th, 1957. The interiors 
of the Special Saloons were standard S1 
fare with respect to the facia layout, bench 
seats and fitments — except for B332LEG. 
Of the 31 Special Saloons built on the S1 
and SCI chassis, only two were left-hand 
drive S1 models for delivery in the U.S.A. 
— mine and B214LEG (which now resides 
in California). Mine is the only Special 


The three-quarter rear view is a tough test of good aesthetics — which B332LEG passes with 
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B332LEG is the only example of this body style to have been decked out with the Continental-style facia, with individual 


gauges in front of the driver in lieu of the usual four-in-one instrument. Though the Continental's rev counter is absent, there 
is an altimeter instead! Note the large, treadle-type accelerator pedal fitted to left-hand drive cars. 


Saloon of either left- or right-hand drive 
with Continental interior fitments includ- 
ing the curved, one-piece facia (except in 
place of the tachometer, an altimeter was 
specifically substituted) and fold-down 
type S1 Continental bucket seats with no 
tray tables. This is documented by 
H.J.Mulliner to be the final configuration 
of the Special Saloon and was delivered to 
Rolls-Royce on August 15th, 1957. Ship- 
ping to the U.S.A. was on August 24th, 
1957. 

On February 15th, 1958, B332LEG 
was sold new by Schaler-Waters of Indi- 
anapolis, Indiana, for the then princely 
sum of $25,500. The first owner was so 
intimidated by the car that he returned it to 
the dealership after only eight months and 


8,000 miles. It was then re-sold to the then 
Chairman of the Morton Salt Company in 
Chicago. At that time, the dealer fitted the 
air conditioning system, which is still in- 
stalled and in excellent working condition. 
In July 1967, Dr C.S. (Sam) Shoup, found- 
ing President of the R.R.O.C. (U.S.A.), 
acquired the car, again from the original 
dealer, with approximately 38,000 miles 
on the clock. Dr Shoup kept the car until 
1985, when at nearly 80 years of age, he 
sold it. I purchased the car in December 
1986, with 94,500 miles showing. By this 
time the car needed much mechanical and 
cosmetic attention although it was basic- 
ally sound, complete and drivable. It still 
had with it the original H.J.Mulliner 
“Coachbuilder’s Instructions” package for 


The extra window on each side lends the rear compartment a light and airy look. The rich red 


leather is original. 


| 


the owner, specifying the location, opera- 
tion and care of the various features and 
fittings. This was in the original dealer 
envelope along with the radio warranty 
card, automatic gearbox instructions and a 
booklet listing the world-wide Rolls- 
Royce dealer network at that time. 

The uniqueness of the car and its history 
justified the 114 years I spent totally restor- 
ing the mechanicals and cosmetics, 
including completely new suspension at 
all four corners. The appearance is now as 
new, with the exterior in the original Tudor 
Grey, no pin-striping, restored original 
dark red Connolly hides, new carpets and 
a new beige West of England cloth head- 
liner. B332LEG has been a consistent 
show winner since completion of its restor- 
ation in 1989. 

As with all later SCI and S1 cars, she is 
an impeccable road car and is pure pleasure 
to drive, especially with the 8:1 compres- 
sion engine, power-assisted steering, 
brand new suspension and a new set of 
8.20-15 Avon Turbospeed tyres. 
B332LEG was re-united with Dr Shoup at 
the 1990 R.R.O.C. National Meet in Troy, 
Michigan. Dr Shoup drove her to the judg- 
ing field with great authority and was most 
pleased with the result. On September 
10th, 1991, she turned over 100,000 miles 
and I now feel she is nicely “run in”. I look 
forward to many years of showing and 


touring. 7 


Photographs by the author 
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Pes body has been developed by H. J. Mulliner 
& Co. Ltd., especially for the ‘‘S’’ Type Bentley 
chassis, being engineered and constructed on 
the same principles throughout as the 
H. J. Mulliner Continental Bentley body 
combining great structural 
strength and rigidity, with 
lightness and all practical 
features of value to the Owner 
such as ease of entrance 
and exit, the maximum 
permissible amount 
of body space, 
also foot room, 


H. J. MULLINER & CO., LTD. increased H. J. MULLINER & CO., LTD. 


are continuing the manufacture of ] uggag e solicit your enquiries for drawings, 
their well-known and thoroughly 


specifications, prices and delivery, 
tried Continental Bentley Saloon accomms- which will receive prompt and 


comprehensive attention 


aia dation, 
eic. 


H.J.Mulliner s Co.Ltd. 


MOTOR BODY BUILDERS ESTABLISHED 1897 


Bedford Park Works 
BabaSetN Stat CHISWICK - LONDON-W:4 eENALI LONGO ie 
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Valve Seat Recession: 


Use of Unleaded Gasoline in older engines 


(Full report available from the 
Federation of British Historic Vehicle Clubs, 
Elton House, Church Lane, Tydd St. Giles, 
Wisbech, Cambridgeshire, U.K. PE13 5LA. 
£4.00 + p&p.) 


Introduction 


Widespread concern about the possible 
adverse side effects of using unleaded pet- 
rol in cars having engines with cast iron 
cylinder blocks (side valve) or heads 
(OHV) has resulted in a detailed study of 
the phenomenon known as valve seat re- 
cession. This occurs when an engine valve 
‘sinks’ under the pressure exerted by its 
return spring into the cylinder head or 
block. It is clear from the test results that 
valve seat wear rates in cast iron cylinder 
heads can be quite catastrophic when op- 
erated on unleaded petrol. 


Mechanism of wear 


The wear process consists of three 
events. 1. Oxidation and materia! transfer: 


© Vintage Sports Car Club, U.K., 1991. 
Précis edited by Tom Clarke (Japan) 


in cast iron cylinder heads operated con- 
tinuously on unleaded petrol, metal to 
metal contact between the exhaust valve 
and the seat at high temperatures results in 
localised welding, on closure of the valve. 
When the valve opens again a particle of 
iron is removed and the strongly oxidising 
atmosphere turns it into iron oxide. 2. Ac- 
cumulation and embedding: particles torn 
from the seat and transferred to the valve 
face accumulate to form hard lumps or 
nodules which are pounded into the valve 
face. When the valve closes it seats on the 
hard nodules and pressure on the valve seat 
is thus increased. 3. Abrasion of the valve 
seat: with hard lumps of iron oxide embed- 
ded into it the exhaust valve becomes in 
effect a grinding wheel. Rotation of the 
valve will grind away the surface of the 
valve seat. 


Use of valve seat inserts 


The use of hard, corrosion resistant, 
valve seat inserts or alternatively induc- 


The Wraith cylinder head. This model, like ail the pre-war small horsepower Rolls-Royce cars 
and the Derby Bentleys, has an iron head without hardened vaive seat inserts. The lead in petro! 
has the effect of cushioning the valves. The use of unleaded fuel in such cars will result in valve 
seat recession. Aluminium replacements with hardened valve seat inserts are available and 
should be considered a worthwhile investment against the day leaded fuel ceases to be available. 


NS 


tion hardening has been proposed. Wear 
rates are brought down to the sort of levels 
associated with operation on leaded petrol, 
which effectively means that the problem 
is overcome. Millions of vehicles world- 
wide, which have been operating 
successfully on unleaded petrol for many 
years, are testimony to the satisfactory so- 
lution to the problem of valve seat 
recession offered by the use of hardened 
valve seat inserts. It is recognised how- 
ever that for the older car fitting valve seat 
inserts may not be a straighforward opera- 
tion. Indeed for certain fixed head, long 
stroke, multi-valve engines, e.g. (Vintage) 
Bentley, Bugatti, it may be impossible. 
U.K. by Dr W. 
Fiennes has shown that inserts can be fit- 
ted to pre-War Wraith heads and perhaps 
others. On the other hand the increased 


[Note: research in the 


production of replacement heads in alu- 
minium with inserts may lessen the need 
for this drastic solution.— T.C.] Therecan 
be no doubt that the most complete and 
satisfactory solution to the problem is to fit 
suitable exhaust valve seat inserts where 
this action is practicable. 


Valve corrosion - leaded petrol 


There have been concerns expressed by 
some over the use of leaded petrol in older 
engines because of the exhaust valve 
problems which occurred when leaded pet- 
rol was introduced; the logical extension 
to this argument is that unleaded petrol 
must therefore be better for older engines. 
Lead oxide, a natural by product of the 
combustion of leaded petrol, is aggres- 
sively corrosive towards steel. Much 
development effort over the years went 
into the provision of exhaust valve mate- 
rial which could provide the twin 
requirements of hot strength and corro- 
sion resistance. Developments in valve 
materials since World War II have been 
dramatic. The principal change in specifi- 
cation has been the development of fully 
austenitic alloy steels to replace the earlier 
ferritic alloys. 21-4N was a post-War de- 
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velopment. Use of this material led to the 
dramatic improvement in valve life ob- 
served between 1950 and 1960. 

Thus the overall attraction of this 
austenitic steel alloy is made up of a 
combination of hot strength and resis- 
tance to lead oxide corrosion. The 
introduction of 21-4N exhaust valve ma- 
terial has become almost universal. Thus 
in order to have survived and given reascn- 
able life, exhaust valves in use in the last 
30 years or so must either have been resis- 
tant to lead corrosion or have been 
replaced by those made more recently of 
material resistant to high temperature cor- 
rosion. As it has been clearly established 
that to use unleaded petrol in older engines 
having cast iron cylinder heads or blocks 
without hardened valve seat inserts runs 
the risk of valve seat recession, it is clearly 
preferable to use leaded petrol in such ve- 
hicles while the supply is maintained. 
There is, essentially, almost zero prob- 
ability of lead oxide exhaust valve 
corrosion occurring as a result. 


Soluble material added to the fuel 


Overall, soluble fuel additives can and 
do provide some valve seat protection but 
will not eliminate the problem of reces- 
sion. Treatment rates are generally low, in 
order to ensure compatibility with exhaust 
catalyst systems. For vehicles not 
equipped with catalysts and where addi- 
tives are being used to treat petrol in the 
tank, higher concentrations can be used. 
However, increased inlet valve deposits 
may form which can lead to sticking inlet 
vales. A change of valve seat angle com- 
bined with a fuel additive may have 
sufficient effect to afford protection 
against recession. This combination would 
be of interest to owners of cars not suitable 
for the fitting of valve seat inserts. 


Use of moditied crankcase lubricant 
formulations 


The majority of oils today contain ad- 
ditives and so the beneficial effects of ash 
from these materials will be present. The 
protection offered by ash-containing oils is 
in itself very limited. 


Metals used in the fuel tank or lines 


Petrol is not polar in character and there 
is no evidence that any significant effect 
is likely to be achieved by attaching a small 
permanent magnet to the outside of a fuel 
line through which petrol is passing. The 
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cost of such devices is of the same order as 
would be incurred by fitting suitable hard- 
ened exhaust valve seat inserts. 


Conclusions 


Valve seat recession occurs in cast iron 
engines operated continuously on un- 
leaded petrol. Speeds do not have to be 
high for valve seat recession to occur al- 
though wear rates increase rapidly with 
engine speed. Hard lumps of iron oxide 
form on the surface of the valve face. Valve 
rotation grinds away at the valve seat, pro- 
ducing recession or sinkage. Reduced 
wear rates are associated with a 30 degree 
valve seat angle and lower compressed 
valve spring load. Hardfacing exhaust 
valves with Nimonic (80% nickel, 20% 
chromium) will reduce recession pro- 
vided the composition of the hardfacing 
material is closely controlled. The best 
solution to the problem of valve seat reces- 
sion is to fit hardened exhaust valve seat 
inserts. Inserts made of lower alloy content 
iron based sintered powder metallurgy ma- 
terials are of lower cost and the sintered 
matrix can be infiltrated with copper to 
give improved heat transfer and provide a 
solid lubricant effect. 

There is ample evidence that exhaust 
valve seat recession was a problem in 
America during the 1920s being associ- 
ated with truck and motor coach operation 
on improved main highways. Corrosion 
and wear resistant valve seat inserts were 
fitted by many manufacturers from about 
1930 onwards. In the U.K. recession was 
rarer in the 1920s and 1930s because of 


inadequate road development which did 
not permit sustained high speed. Manufac- 
turers of heavy duty engines and quality 
cars frequently fitted valve seat inserts. 
Improvements have made exhaust valves 
very resistant to lead oxide corrosion. Use 
of leaded petrol in older engines should no 
longer pose a threat to exhaust valves. 
Soluble fuel additives usually based upon 
organometallic compounds can reduce 
valve seat recession in cast iron engines. 
Higher treat rates, particularly if allied to 
other preventive measures, e.g. use of 30 
degree valve seat angle, will give im- 
proved protection. Ash containing 
crankcase lubricating oils showed 30-50% 
reduction in recession. Metal based deter- 
gents in oil degrade to give combustion 
chamber deposits beneficial to the exhaust 
valve seats. Use of a good quality engine 
oil (SF or SG API service classification) 
will help to reduce valve seat recession. 
Lead metallic pellets in fuel tanks are prac- 
tically insoluble in petrol and thus 
negligible in protecting valve seats from 
wear. Permanent magnets outside fuel 
lines will have no effect because hy drocar- 
bon fuels are non polar. 


Moral of the story added by T.C. 


If you can’t modify your engine for the 
day when leaded petrol ceases to be avail- 
able then use the engine gently and keep 
continuous running speeds low. Check 
tappet clearances very regularly to monitor 
developments. Consider an aluminium 
head with inserts as a worthwhile invest- 


ment. ¥ 


The withrawal of leaded fuels from the market need hold no fears for owners of cars with aluminium 
cylinder heads, like this V-8 head, which have hardened valve seat inserts for both inlet and 
exhaust valves and will run quite happily on unleaded petrol. Ifyou have a 9:1 compression engine 
(Silver Cloud Ill, early Silver Shadow and Bentley equivalents built for the U.K. market) you may 
need to slightly retard the ignition. 
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The Curious Case of the Self-Shutting Tap 


© by Derek du Toit (Silver Ghost Association, U.S.A.) 


I have always been unhappy with the 
explanation — that the petrol tap shut itself 
through vibration on a rough road — given 
in so many accounts of the stoppage at mile 
629 during the famous 15,000 mile RAC- 
observed test The Silver Ghost completed 
in 1907. The construction of the petrol tap 
is such that if it were loose enough to jiggle 
shut over a rough road, it would be so 
sloppy that petrol would pour all over the 
place, at rest or in motion. And even if that 
was the reason for the stoppage, how did 
they find it and fix it so quickly? 

Simple, my dear Watson — the petrol 


tap did not shut itself. 

Consider the evidence. The handbook 
of the day enjoins drivers to turn off the 
petrol tap after stopping (p.19 of the 
March, 1909 instruction book), and this is 
undoubtedly what happened at the many 
stopping points of the Scottish Reliability 
Trial. In the excitement of starting off, the 
driver must have forgotten to turn the tap 
on, and had gone perhaps half a mile before 
the engine spluttered to a halt. He would 
then have leaped out to turn the tap on, 
possibly to pump up the pressure, wait for 
the float bowl to fill, tickle the carburetter 


The Silver Ghost storming a pass on the 1907 Scottish Reliability Trial, during which the famous 


petrol tap incident occurred. Claude Johnson at the wheel. 


fant 


QE 


and then start the engine by cranking 
through at least three compressions. For all 
this to have happened in just one minute, 
even though the air must have been electric 
with withering curses (Massac Buist says 
it was only 36 seconds), it is inescapable 
that the driver must have known exactly 
what had happened and thus spent no time 
looking for or fixing anything else. Since 
Claude Johnson himself was the driver, 
one can understand why there were not too 
many contemporary reports from employ - 
ees bruiting it about that the Commercial 
Managing Director had forgotten to tun 
the petrol tap on. Even Frank Lord of The 
Autocar was not able to say more than the 
following, 26 years after the event, “...that 
ran 15,000 miles day and night, except 
Sundays, without a stop from any fault of 
the car.” 

However, the final proof comes from 
someone who was there — the reporter of 
The Motor. The issue of 20 August, 1907 
contains the following revealing sentence: 
“a distance of 15,02174 miles was run 
with but a single involuntary stop to tum 
on the petrol tap, which act had been 
forgotten...” 


Q.E.D. after 85 years. VG 
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ROLLS-ROYCE OWNERS’ CLUB CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING 


Cars For Sale 


1924 Silver Ghost (57AU) with later saloon 
body by Cramp Bros., Hobart. Originally Cali- 
fornia top by Jackson, Jones & Collins. Four- 
wheel brakes. Not used for 35 years. Good 
original chassis as found in paddock 25 years 
ago. Inneed of complete restoration. $75,000. 
Offers invited for early sale. John Griffiths 
052-54-2496 


1926 Phantom f (61SC) sports saloon by 
Waddington. In almost completely original 
condition. Continually maintained and running 
on Australian roads for 65 years with only one 
break when the present body was built. 
$57,000. David Sheppard 07-369-0553 


1952 Sliver Dawn (SKE44) long boot saloon. 
Black with beige interior. Manual gearbox. 
196,762 miles. Requires brake and radiator 
repairs. $45,000. Fred Engish 03-584-9372 


1962 Silver Cloud Ill (SCX191) Sage Green 
over Smoke Green with beige interior. Electric 
windows, air conditioning. Engine and gear- 
box in excellent order. Very good overall con- 
dition. 113,809 miles. $80,000. Fred Engish 
03-584-9372 


1969 Sliver Shadow (SRH5445) Regal Red 
with light tan interior. Just 50,000 miles from 
new with full history. Impeccable condition 
throughout. Must be one of the best in its 
class. $35,000. Cyril James 059-64-8370 


1962 Phantom V (5VA5) H.J.Mulliner, Park 
Ward limousine. Black, excellent condition. 
Ex-New Zealand Royal Tour car. $A120,000. 
Trevor Fremont, Auckland, N.Z. 2786-484 


INFORMATION: Classified ads must be 
factual and accurate. Persons misrepre- 
senting cars, parts or services will be denied 
further advertising. Ads for cars for sale 
must include chassis number and asking 
price. Ads are edited to conform to a 
standard format and may be condensed or 
rejected at the discretion of the Editor with- 
out discussion or explanation. 


Cars For Sale 


1972 Sliver Shadow (SRH12458) Silver, an 
excellent example of model. Service history 
and books. Owned by me for 8 years and 
serviced by Rolls-Royce specialist. $35,000. 
Alan Burton 02-416-1482 (h) 02-520-7422 (w) 
or FAX 02-548-1827 


1973 Bentley T Serles (SBH14601) Sey- 
chelles Blue with Parchment interior. 93,000 
miles. Fully restored including engine over- 
haul by R.A.McDermott & Co at 75,000 miles. 
Meticulously maintained in excellent condition 
by current owner. $45,000 (will consider 
terms payment if required). John Finlay 
07-278-1604 (h) 07-221-2341 (w) 


1980 Sliver Shadow Il (SRH38119) Silver 
with blue leather. Australian delivery. 101,000 
km. Beautifully kept and regularly serviced. 
$60,000 includes original black & white Victo- 
rian number plates ‘417’. John Altmann 
03-827-9392 or weekends 059-87-2782 


Cars Wanted 


Bentley S1. A1 condition or near essential. To 
compliment same car in U.K. Member of 
R.R.E.C. for over seven years. Loving home 
given for the best car. Miles Smith 
02-245-5580 


Parts For Sale 


20 Horsepower: crankshaft, block (1 piston 
new), crankcase, timing cover, 19” spare 
wheel and tyre, 2 x spare wheel mounts, 2 x 
hub nuts, box of grease nipples, complete set 
radiator louvres/surrounds, 2 x front shock 
absorbers (incomplete), speedometer case 
and outer cable - dash to firewall, timber valve 
holder, manual (copy), 2 x axles. $2,500 the 
lot. Siver Ghost manual (reprint) $25. John 
Carter 048-68-3714 


Phantom | series X kingpins and bushes, PI 
exhaust downpipe butterfly (E72721), Pil 
servo linings, Pll front spring centre bolt 
(E70409). Also assorted shackle pins - 
F57198 (x 7), F53394 (late 20 h.p. rear, x 2), 
F53127 (x 2), F56963 (x 2). All parts are 
N.O.S. Bruce Gardner 03-580-8180 


PHOTOGRAPHS: May be B & Wor colour. 
The subject matter area of photographs for 
inclusion in ads should preferably be no 
larger than 11 cm. measured hornzontally. 
DEALERS: Parties dealing in motor cars 
must, where required by law, quote their 
dealer's license number and comply with all 
other statutory requirements relating to their 
advertising. 


Parts Wanted 


Wanted for 20 h.p: Please note correction: | 
wish to fit my 1926 Twenty (GOK74) with the 
tall differential ratio. | have a suitable crown 
wheel and need a pinion to suit. George 
Forbes 03-690-1455 (w) 03-593-1455 (h) 
or FAX 03-696-2996 


Wanted: Bonnet fasteners (2) for 1929 20/25 
(same as for 20 h.p.) Geoff Williams, P.O. Box 
243, Richmond, N.S.W. 2753. 045-67-7247 
or FAX 045-67-7560 


Wanted for Phantom Ill chassis 3DL150: pair 
connecting rods, camshaft, starter motor, clutch 
driven plate. Al Kinloch 06-254-2448 (h) 


Parts Stolen 


A mascot and pair of headlights have been 
stolen from a New South Wales Branch mem- 
ber's Phantom I. If you are offered parts fitting 
this description in suspicious circumstances, 
please notify the Editor. 'Phone/FAX 
048-29-7140 


Services 


Interlor Woodwork Refurbishers, specialis- 
ing in: French polishing, Hi Tech laquering, 
veneer repaired/replaced, broken sections re- 
paired, dry rot areas restored, woodgraining 
on metal. Musical instrument maker by trade, 
1959-75; Automotive Interior Woodwork 
Repairer by choice, 1975-present. 

J.E. & L.J. Nicholls, 21 Chippewa Ave., 
Mitcham, Vic. 3132. ‘Phone 03-874-1329 


Travel/Accommodation 


Homestay/Bed & Breakfast, Dandenong 
Ranges, Victoria. Enjoy a restful sojourn at 
our quiet, discrete residence on 112 acres at 
Picturesque Ferny Creek and yet be less than 
one hour away from Melboume CBD. Central 
heating and log fire. Lots of attractions and 
restaurants nearby. $45 pp per night B & B. 
Dinner also available by arrangement Satur- 
day & Sunday, $25 pp 3 courses with coffee 
and mints. Club member Les Myghalls. For 
booking or brochure, please telephone 
03-755-2197 


COST: Ads are free to members who do not 
regularly deal in sales or service of Rolls- 
Royce & Bentley cars. Others are charged 
$15.00 for a non-commercial ad of reason- 
abk length. Photographs to accompany an 
ad are included free of charge to members, 
$15.00 for others. Cheques made payable 
to RROC of Australia must accompany 
advertising copy. Send ads to: 


Martin Bennett, ‘Allambi’, RMB 3310, Goulburn, N.S.W. 2580. Phone/FAX: (048) 29 7140 
Deadlines: 15th of the month preceding the month of publication. 
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The Finest Covers for the World’s Best Motor Cars 


From $179, one of our high-quality tailored dust-covers will protect your 
cherished Rolls-Royce, Bentley or other classic car. 
Each cover is tailor-made by hand to its own individual pattern from your 
choice of the finest quality super-fleece material or lightweight 100% cotton, to 
fit all models from Silver Ghosts to Silver Spirits. In fact, the closest thing to a 
Saville Row suit for your motor car. 
We also tailor make lambswool over-rugs for your car's interior and boot, for 
that extra look and feel of luxury and to protect your original carpets. All colours 


available, Guaranteed highest quality. 


Australia-wide delivery and world-wide export. 


IONEER 
RUGS & COVERS 


Telephone (042) 67 1700; FAX (042) 67 1264 
Address correspondence to: P.O. Box 100, Bulli, N.S.W. 2516 


—__ PRAECLARVM 
Display Advertising 


If your business is associated in any way with Rolls-Royce 
and Bentley motor cars, or if you are offering that special car 
for sale, you could benefit from the impact of a display 
advertisement in PRAECLARUM, your Club's national 
publication that goes to all members nation-wide, as well as 
to members and subscribers in other countries. 

Your advertisement may be submitted in camera-ready 
form or it can be typeset and laid out to your requirements 
on the PRAECLARUM computer system as a free service. 
Compare our highly competitive and economical rates - 


Size: Cost per issue: 
Full Page - $410 
Half Page - $230 
Quarter Page - $130 


To enquire or book space, please contact: 
Martin Bennett, 
‘Allambi’, 
RMB 3310, 
Goulburn, 
NSW 2580 


*Phone/FAX: (048) 29 7140 


R.A.MCDermott & Co. 


420 Burnley St, Richmond, Victoria, 3121 
Telephone (03) 428 8844 Facsimile (03) 428 0190 


Now that R.A. McDermott & Co as interim representatives for Rolls-Royce Motor Cars in 
Victoria have ended their association with York Motors, Distributors of Rolls-Royce and 
Bentley Motor Cars for the East Coast States, we are getting on with andcarrying out, the work 


for which this firm is well known. 


At our new Richmond premises we offer: 


* The widest range of Rolls-Royce and Bentley cars for sale in Australia, 
veteran to current model. 


* Service and repairs by the most experienced staff. We will collect and deliver 


anywhere in Australia. 


* Spare parts at discount prices to Club Members. 


* Coachwork repairs and Concours-winning restorations. 


LMCT 4141 
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Insurance 


Veteran ,vintage,classic and sports car owners 


Laid-up cover or full comprehensive, quality 
insurance with Shannons might not cost as 
much as you think. 

Shannons recognise that enthusiasts take 
care of their vehicles and pass the savings on to 
you. Phone Shannons for a free quote now. 


Features: Agreed value e Choice 
of repairer e You keep the salvage up to 
1970 (modifieds up to 1960) eOne windscreen 
or window glass replacement per year excess 
free ePersonal effects cover e Standard pre- 
1940 vehicles excess free e$5,000,000 legal 
liability Prompt claims settlement e Australia 
wide service centres. 

Head Office, Victoria 

321 Warrigal Road, 

Cheitenham, Vic., 3192 


Phone (03) 584 7266 
Fax (03) 583 9475 


New South Wales 
48 Sailors Bay Road, 
Northbridge, N.S.W., 2063 
Phone eae 7686 
Fax (02) 958 7841 


South Australia 
6/212 Brighton Road, 
Somerton Park, S.A., 5044 
Phone ye) 294 9000 
Fax (08) 294 9995 


Suite 1, 4 Canning Road, 
Kalamunda, W.A., 6076 
Phone Wag as 1269 


Keeping vehicles on Australian roads 


\ al 
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Westem Australia Queensland 
P.O. Box 485, 
Moorooka, Qlid., 4105 
Phone cht 892 2776 
Fax (07) 892 4319 


Northern Territory 
9259 Bagot Road, 
Coconut Grove, N.T., 0810 
Phone (089) 85 2477 
Fax (089) 85 5583 


Fax (09) 257 1289 


Veteran, Vintage, Classic, Sports and Modified Insurance Specialists 


It is with pleasure that we introduce to you hand-made quality 
polished stainless steel and colour-coded aluminium sills, trims and 
spoiler kits, enhancing the body and styling of your current or late 
model Rolls-Royce or Bentley motor car. These are registered 
design and available to you exclusively through our company. 


May we also introduce you to our other services: 
* Panel Beating * Coachbuilding * Lead wiping 
* Hand-made Panels * Upholstery bs Paint Refinishing 
* Re- builds/Restoratiog & * Car/Lam : 


‘ve seen restoration workshops around the world. You'll go a 
long way to equal the care, the skills and the integrity with which 
the staff at Prestige will deal with your large or small restoraton 
or concours project” 

A.John Parker, Editor, Australian Classic Car Magazine. 


For enquiries please 'phone: 


(09) 446 5055 or fax us on (09) 446 5422 
40 Howe Street, Osborne Park, WA 6017 


We Have the Right 
Wheel Discs for Your 
Pre-WWII Classic ! 


LMARR is making new Ace Type Discs to 
fit Rolls-Royce: PI, PI, PIII, 

PI Springfield, Wraith, 

20/25, 25/30, Bentley, 

Bentley 8 Litre, 

Lagonda, - 

Delage D8, 

Bugatti 

and they're 

in stock! 


ROLLS-ROYCE P II 


We have all items to complete installation of your 
discs; air lines, air locks, spanners, etc. We have rear 
spare wheel covers for Derby Bentleys. What we don't 
stock we will manufacture. Your order will be 
promptly filled and satisfaction is guaranteed. 


LMARIR DISK LTD 


PO Box 910, Glen Ellen, CA,USA 95442-0910 
Tel : (707) 938-9347 Fax: (707) 938-3020 


O & S SPORTS CAR 
RESTORATION PTY LID 


Specialising in classic, vintage and collectible vehicle restoration 


We are proud to offer panel manu- 
facturing, paint refinishing and 
mechanical renovation facilities to 
the highest possible standards. 

Total restoration, part restoration 
and private accident damage 
repair work undertaken. 

The traditional hand crafting 
skills in metal working and vehicle 
body renovation which are used 


O & S Sports Car 
Restoration Pty Ltd 


A.C.N. 058 475 433 


9/93-99 South Creek Road 
Dee Why West 2099 
Tel: (02) 971 2455 


here, are hard to find in today’s 
refinishing industry, but modern 
facilities such as a state-of-the-art 
paint oven, are also available. 

Seeing is believing. Ohannes 
Akkirayian, proprietor of O & S 
Sports Car Restoration invites you 
to visit his premises and inspect 
the facilities and vehicles currently 
under restoration. 


* AUSTRALIA : 
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BRUCE R. ROSS PTY. LIMITED 


Roll Royce & Bentley Specialtts -Meckanicale Sash Regpaire 


(and Associated Companies) 
@ Pennant Motors Pty. Limited @ Pennant Motor Industries Pty. Limited. 


340 Pennant Hills Rd., Pennant Hills 2120. P.O. Box 83, Pennant Hills N.S.W., Australia 2120. M.V.R.LC. Repairers Licence No.44-004321-2 
Telephone: 484 1239 or 484 4419 or 484 1253 or 484 1254 Fax: 980 6592 


ROLLS-ROYCE SILVER WRAITH AND SILVER DAWN, BENTLEY Mk VI AND R-TYPE 


TOOL TRAY ITEMS 
ITEM No. DESCRIPTION 


TOMMY BAR .187", .250" OR .312" 

TUBE SPANNER 3BA AND 5BA 

TYRE GAUGE 

ADJUSTABLE SPANNER 

SPANNER - DOUBLE ENDED (.375"/.312" BSF) 
SPANNER - DOUBLE ENDED (.437"/.500" BSF) 
DRAIN PLUG SPANNER 

PLIERS 

LITTLE IGNITION JAW SPANNER 2BA 
FEELER GAUGE 

JACK HANDLE 

EXHAUST VALVE SPANNER 

TYRE VALVE TOOL 

HAND TYRE PUMP 

INSPECTION LAMP 

WHEEL BRACE 

TYRE LEVER 


TAKE ADVANTAGE OF THIS RARE OPPORTUNITY TO FULLY 
EQUIP YOUR TOOL TRAY. 


PLEASE CALL DAVID THOMAS, FRED EDNEY OR HEATHER PRYOR WITH YOUR ENQUIRIES. 


i eee 


2218 


Australia’s No.1 dismantler of Rolls-Royce & Bentley cars. 


Now wrecking for parts: post-war Rolls-Royce & Bentley cars from Mk VI to 


Silver Shadow. Fast Australia-wide despatch of parts. Very reasonable prices. 


Servicing and mechanical repairs. Excellent spare parts service — all models. 


Engine rebuild and cylinder head reconditioning service. 


Wanted: damaged and unwanted Rolls-Royce and Bentley cars for parts. 


Neil McLean Automotives 


Specialising in post-war Rolls-Royce & Bentley motor cars 


14 Beaconsfield Avenue, 
Midvale, Western Australia 6056 


DEREFCT REFLECTION 
RESTORATIONS BPIyY LID 


REPAIRS, REPAINTING & RESTORATION OF FINE AUTOMOBILES 


1950 Bentley Mk VI chassis No. B111JN: Best Post-War 
Car, 1992 Federal Concours; President’s Trophy, 1992 
Victoria Branch Concours; Overall Winner, 1993 Victoria 
Branch Concours. 

Currently under restoration: 
1939 Rolls-Royce WRAITH, Chassis No. WMB38. 


Contact: 
DAVID KENWAY 
‘phone: (03) 458 4685 


5 CRISSANE ROAD, 
WEST HEIDELBERG, VIC. 3081 


After Hours: (03) 885 3129 


‘Phone: (09) 250 1400 
FAX: (09) 250 1404 


AUTOGLYM 
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AUTOGLYM 
BRITAIN’S BEST CAR CARE RANGE IS 
NOW AVAILABLE IN AUSTRALIA 


SUPER RESIN POLISH AND A COMPLETE 
RANGE OF CAR CARE PRODUCTS 
SUITABLE FOR ALL ERAS OF 
ROLLS ROYCE AND BENTLEY VEHICLES 
CAN NOW BE MAIL ORDERED 


TELEPHONE (047) 592634 
OR FAX (047) 592393 FOR A 
COMPLETE LIST OF 
PRODUCTS AND PRICES. 
ILVARIL PTY LTD, 

PO BOX 186, LAWSON NSW 2783 
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Quality 
without compromise 


Rolls-Royce Twenty Horsepower engine rebuilt for a Club member. 


GARRY DUBOIS & CO. 


24 Cremorne Street., Richmond, Victoria 3121. 


Telephone (03) 428 9622; FAX (03) 428 2139 


We now cater for all models Rolls-Royce and Bentley — mechanical and body. 
Members are invited to call in and inspect our new body repair department and paint shop. 


AUTHORISED 
OYCE & BEny 


SR VT ~ 
Soe WORK REPa, 1 ve 


oe | . 
Car Repairs ' yo S } Licence No. 18541 


ACN No.05029044; 5. “ ; _ EEE SEE. 
AE on 744, sm Facsimile 744 5517 


At McMillan’s we 
specialise in the 
Silver Dawn to 

the Silver Spirit II, 
the Bentley Mk VI to 
the Continental R. 


We have a team of pro- 
fessional craftsmen, 
highly skilled in Paint 
work, Panel work, 
Leather work and 
Wood Veneer work. 


McMillan’s provide services from restoration or accident repairs to 
fully specialised detailing. 


We extend to you an open 
invitation by appointment to 
visit our Canada Bay facility 
to witness 

for yourself 

high quality 

Coachwork 

refurbish- 

ment in its 

entirety. 


The finest 


Quality 
you can buy 


Authorised Rolls-Royce & Bentley Coachwork Repairer 


GOULPRESS PRINTERS, GOULBURN (048) 21 1761 Registered by Australia Post, Publication No. NBH 1893 
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